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one of the seventy-two disciples and, according to some, his own brother,
to Edessa, who restored the king to his health, baptized him and many
others, and planted Christianity in that country-.     Sophronius mentions
that by his apostolic labours he established the faith among the Medes,
Persians, Carmanians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and other nations in those
parts.    Modern Greeks mention also the Indians and Ethiopians;   but
these appellations were sometimes given by the ancients to all the eastern
nations.    The modern Indians and Portuguese tell us that St Thomas
preached to the Brahmins, and to the Indians beyond the great island
Taprobana, which some take to be Ceylon, others Sumatra.    They add
that he suffered martyrdom at Meliapore, or St Thomas's, in the peninsula on
this side the Ganges, on the coast of Coromandel, where his body was dis-
covered, with certain marks that he was slain with lances; and that such was the
manner of his death is the tradition of all the eastern countries.   Eusebius
affirms in general that the apostles died by martyrdom.   Theodoret and St
Asterius of Amasea mention St Thomas among the principal martyrs of the
church* St Nilus says that he received the crown of martyrdom after SS. Peter
and Paul;   St Gaudentius mentions that he was slain by the infidels, and
that the miracles which were performed through him show that he still lives
with God.   The same father and Sophronius testify that he died at Calamina,
in India.    Beausobre thinks he never preached far beyond Parthia and
Persia,   For the name of King Gundaphore, mentioned by Leucius, in his
false Acts, and his copier, Pseudo Abdias, seems corruptly written for the
King of Gundschavur, or Gandisapor, which city was rebuilt by Artaxences,
who founded the second Persian monarchy and called from his son Schavar,
whom the Greeks name Sapor I, who made it his residence.   The author
of these false Acts gave to the city the name which it bore when he wrote.
All the false Acts and the Greek Mense agree that the infidel king was
incensed against the apostle for having baptized some persons of his court
(some say his wife and son), that he delivered him over to his soldiers in
order to be put to death, and that he was conveyed by them to a neigh-
bouring mountain and there stabbed with a lance.    It is certain that his
body was carried to the city of Edessa, where it was honoured in the great
sepulchres only of SS, Peter and Paul, John and Thomas, among all the
apostles, were then known; and it is mentioned to have been at Edessa
in the oration on this apostle, compiled in the year 402, published among
the works of St Chrysostom,    The church of Edessa was certainly most
numerous and flourishing in the second, third, and fourth ages.

Many distant churches in the East ascribe their first foundation to
St Thomas, especially that of Meliapore; but many of them probably
received the faith only from his disciples. The use of the Chaldean language